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August 2017 
 
Dear Parent/Carer 
 
It gives me great pleasure to write to you as the new Headteacher of Sandwell Academy and to join 
you in looking forward to what I am sure will be a very busy and exciting year ahead.  
 
I join the Academy having been a part of the Thomas Telford family of schools for 11 years. During 
this time, I have visited the Academy on many occasions and have had the opportunity to work 
alongside Mr Topper and the staff. I have always found the students an inspiration with their drive and 
determination to succeed. The Academy stands out as having a positive and purposeful atmosphere, 
one in which students can challenge themselves to achieve to their very fullest.  
 
I am determined to ensure that Sandwell Academy continues to be a beacon of outstanding practice 
and high achievement. We will succeed in this by setting high expectations for ourselves and our 
students. I put great stock in students taking responsibility for their actions and their preparation for 
learning.  As part of this, I would ask for your full support as parents/carers in ensuring your child 
attends school punctually every day and is fully equipped and prepared for the day ahead.  I would 
like to take this opportunity to remind you that all students are required to arrive at their first lesson by 
8.20am at the latest to ensure lessons can make a productive start. Students are rightfully proud to be 
members of the Sandwell Academy and this should be reflected in their conduct and appearance both 
at the Academy and on their journey to and from school.  
 
It would not be my wish to discuss politics in my first communication with you, but I feel it appropriate 
as the news is full of schools struggling financially due to Government funding restrictions. Through 
diligent management of resources and funds, the Academy is in a stable financial position; however, 
I will need to take a considered view towards future expenditure as budgets continue to be squeezed.  
Rest assured, the education of our students will always be my first priority. 
 
On Wednesday 6 and Thursday 7 September, the Academy will be holding Personal Tutor Meetings 
for parents/carers to meet with their child’s tutor.  On the first day of term, students will be asked to 
arrange the time for parents/carers to visit. All parents are expected to attend a meeting with their 
child’s tutor; would you please ensure your child arrives on the first day with a choice of your preferred 
times. I look forward to welcoming you to this event and will be available in Reception to meet 
parents/carers. 
 
Accompanying this letter is a pack with details of arrangements for the start of term. Please take the 
time to look through the information with your child in preparation for September.  I hope that students 
have a good break over the summer and I look forward to the start of term on Tuesday 5 September.  
 

Yours sincerely 

 
Mr I Williams 
Headteacher 

 


